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2013-2016
Sectoral Scope 
Reforestation 
Sustainability
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Guatemala

 Natural Rubber Tree Plantations
 

Promoting Sustainable Development
Through Natural Rubber Tree
Plantations in Guatemala 
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PICA
 PICA (Producción, Industrialización, Comercialización y Asesoría de
Hule Natural, S.A.) is the largest processor and exporter of rubber
and latex in Guatemala. The raw material used by this company
comes from rubber plantations in the country of Guatemala. PICA
owns a rubber processing facility with a processing capacity of six
metric tonnes of granulated rubber per hour and 1700 dried
kilograms of latex per hour. PICA intends to be an innovator both in
the fields of sustainable rubber production, social responsibility, and
carbon finance.

ECOSECURITIES
EcoSecurities is a pioneer in carbon markets and greenhouse gas
(GHG) mitigation projects worldwide. We are experts in sourcing,
developing and financing projects with a positive environmental
impact. Founded in 1997, EcoSecurities grew to become the
largest and most influential company in this sector. Today,
EcoSecurities is an Environmental finance boutique, with an
international presence in 5 continents and a portfolio of more than
100 projects capable of generating carbon credits. EcoSecurities
provides technical and financial services to projects, companies
and governments. We bring access to environmental markets such
as carbon markets, renewable energy certificates, plastic recycling
credits, etc.
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BENEFITS
 

The H. brasiliensis plantations owned by
the project participants are changing the
socio-economic conditions of the region by
improving employment rates and incomes.
The project area will function as a buffer
zone to rivers and natural reserve; and
have a positive impact on the surrounding
population, mainly when providing a long-
term job, legal benefits, training, education,
and health benefits. The specific positive
impacts identified are: The project intends
to sequester a total of 1,739,855 t CO2e
over the course of the 42 years crediting
period.
 
For more information on the project,
follow:
https://registry.verra.org/app/projectDetail/
VCS/1538

THE PROJECT
 

In an aim to restore and reforest, Hevea
brasiliensis rubber trees have been planted
on 2,366.16 hectares of degraded and
degrading lands, which were traditionally
used for cattle grazing. Direct planting of H.
brasiliensis in the project area began in
2007 and continued until 2013. The project
area includes 7 different farms, divided
geographically in both the north (3 farms)
and the south (4 farms) of Guatemala.The
project creates a model of sustainable
competitiveness in the natural rubber sector
in Guatemala introducing several innovative
practices. The first is a sustainable
mechanism for project finance, introducing
carbon finance as a new and key financial
tool to reach the required rate of return for
investors in rubber plantations. The second
innovation will be to create a comprehensive
tool-kit of methods and knowledge related to
carbon project development, monitoring,
and management for new rubber tree
plantations. The third innovation represents
a milestone in sustainable management of
rubber tree plantations in Latin America, as
the plantations established by the project
will be certified under the Forest
Stewardship Council (FSC) principles and
criteria.

CONTEXT / HISTORICAL
SUMMARY

In Guatemala, only 26% of the total land
area is suitable for intensive agricultural
production. However, from 1979 to 2003
the total area of forest cover in Guatemala
decreased while areas of annual crop
production and cattle ranching activities
increased, spreading to lands that are not
adequate for crops. This thirst for
agricultural production resulted in
important land degradation, endangering
local ecosystems.
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