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Project Type
Verified Carbon Standard
Estimated Annual Emission Reductions 
19,000 tCO2e
Available Vintages 
2017-2018
Sectoral Scope 
Reforestation   
Registration Number 
1538

Guatemala

 ECO2 Rubber Forests Guatemala
 

Protect, empower and restore natural
and social resources from Guatemala
through access to the carbon market
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PICA
PICA (Producción, Industrialización, Comercialización y Asesoría de
Hule Natural, S.A.) is the largest processor and exporter of rubber
and latex in Guatemala. The raw material used by this company
comes from rubber plantations in the country of Guatemala. PICA
owns a rubber processing facility with a processing capacity of six
metric tonnes of granulated rubber per hour and 1700 dried
kilograms of latex per hour. PICA intends to be an innovator both in
the fields of sustainable rubber production, social responsibility, and
carbon finance.

ECOSECURITIES
EcoSecurities is a pioneer in carbon markets and greenhouse gas
(GHG) mitigation projects worldwide. We are experts in sourcing,
developing and financing projects with a positive environmental
impact. Founded in 1997, EcoSecurities grew to become the
largest and most influential company in this sector. Today,
EcoSecurities is an Environmental finance boutique, with an
international presence in 5 continents and a portfolio of more than
100 projects capable of generating carbon credits. EcoSecurities
provides technical and financial services to projects, companies
and governments. We bring access to environmental markets such
as carbon markets, renewable energy certificates, plastic recycling
credits, etc.
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BENEFITS
 

Community benefits include proper
management of water quality, maintaining
communities involved through public
participation, helping with resources for
community use, and access to special
routes. The project expects to have
biodiversity benefits such as serving as a
buffer zone and biological corridor for the
natural forests and areas of High
Conservation Value, avoided deforestation,
sustainable management to reduce
chemical inputs, positive impacts on the
environment (such as improve degraded
soil, restore water recharge and mitigate
wind effects) given the change from
pasture to natural rubber tree plantations.
The project will also have an aesthetic
positive impact on the landscape. In
addition, the project will create new
employment opportunities for stakeholders,
it will strive to protect workers' safety and
rights, while maintaining a good
relationship with neighbouring
communities. Co-benefits as social benefits
have included opportunities for greater
land tenure security, new employment
opportunities for communities with limited
sources of income, and improved the labor
conditions.

THE PROJECT
 

The project activity is reforestation with
rubber tree forests along the Guatemalan
region of Central America. The target is to
establish at least 10,000 hectares of new
rubber tree forests. The model of
reforestation includes implementing
sustainable or responsible forest
management in all the plantations
included in the Project; these land-use
management practices will allow
responsible management in terms of
economic, social and environmental
aspects, and will contribute to stronger
long-term commitments on plantations
management, promoting innovation,
leveraging cutting-edge expertise and
knowledge leaded by PICA. The rubber
forests will be implemented in the
geographic areas of Guatemala of San
Marcos, Quetzaltenango, Retalhuleu,
Suchitepéquez, Escuintla, Izabal, Alta
Verapaz, Baja Verapaz and Petén. Direct
planting of H. brasiliensis in the project
geographic areas began in 2011 and will
continue through 2031.

CONTEXT / HISTORICAL
SUMMARY

In Guatemala, only 26% of the total land
area is suitable for intensive agricultural
production. However, from 1979 to 2003
the total area of forest cover in Guatemala
decreased while areas of annual crop
production and cattle ranching activities
increased, spreading to lands that are not
adequate for crops. This thirst for
agricultural production resulted in
important land degradation, endangering
local ecosystems.
 
The grouped project “ECO2 Rubber
Forests Guatemala” aims to create a broad
platform for carbon market access in
Guatemala where rubber forests will be
established and managed. The Project will
facilitate access to carbon finance as an
additional income source and will generate
positive incentives for reforestation with
sustainably or responsible managed rubber
tree forests. 
 
The grouped platform will allow producers
to access the carbon market efficiently,
transparently and at a low cost for every
project activity instance, mobilising the
capital necessary to scale up successful
land-use practices.
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